
 
 
 
TEMPLATE 
Letter to Editor about suspected research misconduct or manufactured citations 
 
[Date]  

 

[Name of Editor or Editors} 

[Name of Journal] 

[Email and/or Business Address] 

 

Dear [Insert Name], 

 

I am writing to you with a concern regarding potential research misconduct related to fabricated or 

misleading citations in the article "[Article Title]," published in your journal in [Month, Year]. The full 

citation is as follows: [Provide full citation, including the article's DOI or unique identifier].  

 

My specific concern is with the following statement and its accompanying citation(s) in the text: 

• [Quote the exact text from the article that contains the suspicious citation]. 

• The citation provided is: [Provide the specific citation, e.g., (Smith et al., 2022)]. 

• The cited work is: [Provide the full bibliographic information for the cited work].  

 

However, upon review, I have found that the cited work [or works] does not appear to support the claim 

made in your journal's article. [Clearly and concisely describe the discrepancy, providing specific 

examples or page numbers]. For example, a careful reading of [Cited Article Title] reveals that the 

research focuses on [provide summary], and there is no mention of [explain why it doesn't support the 

claim].  

 

I have attached screenshots or a detailed PDF comparison as evidence to support my concern. 

 

I bring this to your attention as a matter of publishing ethics and research integrity, as fabricated or 

inaccurate citations can mislead readers and undermine the validity of scientific literature. I believe this 

issue warrants a review by the journal's editorial office to determine if further action, such as a correction 

or retraction, is necessary.  

 

I am available to provide any additional information or clarification you may require. I would prefer to 

remain anonymous to the authors during the initial investigation, and I trust that my identity will be 

treated with confidentiality by your office.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this serious matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

[Your Name] 

[Your Title, Affiliation] 

[Your Contact Information] 

 


